Methods-The interactions between the bacterial suspensions and lectins from Arachnis hypogaea ( containing calcium chloride and magnesium chloride (0 02%) to give stock solutions of 1 mg/l which were stored frozen at -20°C. The stock solutions of Con A and LP were also supplemented with manganese chloride (0 02%) and used without further dilution.
To prepare working solutions of the other lectins, stock solutions were diluted to 200 ,g/l. Inhalation, ingestion, or skin absorption of lectins may be harmful, causing irritation or allergic reactions in certain people. Some lectins are also associated with cytotoxic or teratogenic effects, so appropriate precautions were used during the preparation and handling of these reagents.
One hundred and eighteen strains of coagulase negative staphylococci from 85 patients were isolated from blood cultures over six months in a district general hospital. The isolates were speciated using the API Staph System (API System SA, La Balme Les Grottes, 38390 Montalieu-Vercieu, France). Antibiotic sensitivities and the slime test were carried out as described by Jones et al.5
Strains were grown on Tryptone soya agar Among the limited number of repeat isolations of coagulase negative staphylococci in this series, those from clinically important infections, with one exception, had indistinguishable or similar lectin reactions. The contaminant isolates exhibited varying degrees of differences in the lectin reaction, often accompanied by differences in species identification.
Lectin reactions provide an attractive alternative method of typing organisms in laboratories with no specialised facilities. The tests are inexpensive, require no special equipment, and are simple to perform, discrimination can be increased by including other reactive lectins.
